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INTRODUCTION =

From mento to ska; from ska to rocksteady then reggae. Reggae is authentically
Jamaican and emerged in the 1960's at a time when there was much violence
and injustice in the society. While the earlier genres were primarily for
entertainment, reggae became the music with messages reflecting the
conditions that existed and promoted hope for the people. Indeed, Reggae is
music for the people and celebrated by the people. February has been observed
as Reggae Month in Jamaica since

2008. The month long observance with heightened festivities highlights the
importance of reggae music to Jamaica's social, cultural, and economic realities.

In celebration of Reggae Month 2025, under the theme "Come Ketch di Riddim,"
the Jamaica Library Service takes pleasure in showcasing a select bibliography,
available for free access in the library collections islandwide. “Come ketch di
riddim” and visit your parish or branch library to learn more about the rich
history of reggae music; its impact on the socio-political landscape; the
contributors to its development and preservation, and how the music
influenced the emergence of other genres over the decades.

In the bibliography, the titles are listed alphabetically by the author's name and
a subject classification number is listed below each entry. The numbers might
be preceded by any of the following letter code:

*R/L-Reference Local *R-Reference *L-Local *J-Junior

Also visit the JLS Online Public Access Catalogue at http//catalogue.jls.gov.jm to
search for publications.
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